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REV. JEANNE PUPKE SUNDAY WORSHIP

 
Sunday Service: 9 a.m. and 11 a.m.

Nov. 6, 2016 Rev. Faith B. Harris

Nov. 13 Rev. Jeanne Pumpke
Inside to Outside:  Can Interior Growth Really Change 
Happiness?
Who would not like to be a bit happier? Rev. Jeanne 
considers what growth of our interior life can do to 
change our happiness. Those wishing to stay unhappy 
need not attend.

Nov. 20  Rev. Jeanne Pupke
Thankful for Those at Our Table: The economics of the 
world are not what they used to be
As a people of a powerful country, what we do will 
determine much of what happens to the rest of the 
world.  Who do we think of as “at our table” and are we 
prepared to put in that extra table leaf?

Nov. 27 Intern Minister Lee Anne Washington
The Joys of a Fruitful Harvest
Lee Anne Considers the cycles of life, concentrating on 
how gratitude for what we have and anticipation for 
what will come can provide hope, even in the darkest 
times.

On the Campaign Trail

As everyone is watching the U.S. election, fewer are 
tracking the world of the U.U. Presidential contest.  In 
my travels of the past month, sometimes a gentle re-
minder is required:
“When is the election?”
“June at General Assembly.”
“Everyone votes?”
“Just those who are delegates from their congregations.
“Who is ahead?”
“There are no real polls, hard to say.”
“You should hire some of Hillary’s folks after the cam-
paign!  They’ll be looking for work.”

I can tell you our small campaign budget is not a good 
jobs program for former Hillary staff.  It allows me to 
travel to various gatherings to meet and greet U.U.s in 
their meeting habitats and speak with them of their 
priorities for this faith.

It was my pleasure to be in the room when the UUA 
Board of Trustees approved 5.3 million for the work of 
antiracism.  It was exciting to hear the winners of the 
Silliman hymn contest.  There is some real joy in dining 
with committed, generous U.U. Who have included the 
UUA in their estate planning. The best however is when 
a youth approaches me to advocate for an issue bigger 
than any youth concern and for the good of the faith.  
Awesome stuff.

What I can say is that when it happens, a conversation 
with a passionate U.U. About the future of this faith is 
a very exciting event. People share the most interesting 
perspectives and ideas. People give me hope.  So win 
the election, or win the right to stay in Richmond, I am 
delighted with what I am seeing and learning.

See you soon.
Rev. Jeanne

VESPERS FOR NOVEMBER
Join us for a contemplative and conversational worship 
service

Wednesdays at 5:30 p.m.  inThe Great Hall

November 2: Gathering 
November 9: Family
November 23: Gratitude
November 30: Frost 
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MEMBERSHIP

Getting to know the church and want to get involved? Wondering what 
it means to be a member?  We invite you to attend our “Pathway” 
sessions.  Please email membership@richmonduu.org if you are inter-
ested.

Want to get involved in First U.U?  Come to a Pathways session.  We’ll 
make it easy.  Choose a session to attend:

Pathways 1.0: Saturday, November 12, 9:00 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.
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CHECK OUT THE HOLIDAY DISPLAYS
FOR NOVEMBER AND DECEMBER

Check out Ginjer Clarke’s Latest Children’s Books

“MY GRANDFATHER’ WISDOM” by GEORGE KNIGHT
“The Third Reconstruction” by Rev. Barber

Candidate Support Stickers & Buttons for Rev. Jeanne
The ICGR Calendars for 2017 $15.00

Book Store Gift Certificates: various $$ amounts
Coming Soon: New Specialty Jewelry Gift Items

BOOK NOOK

PHOTO DIRECTORY
Photo directory portraits are here!

Please pick up your complimentary 8x10 photograph during coffee 
hour. The directories should be available before the end of the year.

Join us for an informal introduction to our congregation. This session-
begins at 10:15 a.m. every Sunday.  Please meet us in the Library (to 
the right of the front doors.)

NEW TO UU?



3

CHECK OUT THE HOLIDAY DISPLAYS
FOR NOVEMBER AND DECEMBER

Check out Ginjer Clarke’s Latest Children’s Books

“MY GRANDFATHER’ WISDOM” by GEORGE KNIGHT
“The Third Reconstruction” by Rev. Barber

Candidate Support Stickers & Buttons for Rev. Jeanne
The ICGR Calendars for 2017 $15.00

Book Store Gift Certificates: various $$ amounts
Coming Soon: New Specialty Jewelry Gift Items

BOOK NOOK

UDATES ON THE ENDOWMENT

First UU members are often curious regarding our Endowment Fund. Many have had issues 
with finding adequate returns on their personal investments. So I want to try to answer these 
question on behalf of the Endowment and Investments Committee (EIC).

Background
The Endowment and Investments Committee (EIC) monitors our endowment and any other 
investments of the church, reports quarterly to the Board, and annually to the Congregation. 
The current members are:

Rick Carr – Recording Secretary, Barbara Henderson, Harvey Iwata, Joe Kent – Chair, 
Anne-Marie McCartan – Board Representative and Treasurer, Jon Pildis
All members, except the Board representative, are elected by the Congregation at the Annual 
Meeting and serve staggered 3-year terms.

Endowments are funds designed to provide long-term support of an organization and its 
mission while providing some funds annually to support that mission. Donors expect that the 
long-term value of their donation will not decline on average. Hence the funds that might 
be used annually are restricted to part of the growth on the invested money. Typically, the 
amount to be spent is modest. The EIC developed a spending policy that was approved by the 
Board that restricted the amount removed, if any, to at most 5% of the average balance over 
the previous three years. So far, no money has been removed in order to allow for additional 
growth.

First UU Endowment Fund Performance
As of September 30, 2016 the Endowment Fund balance was $311,863. Of that balance all 
but $2,110 was invested in a Vanguard Wellesley Income Fund. The $2,110 was waiting to 
be transferred to Vanguard. The Wellesley Fund is a conservative mutual fund with balanced 
holdings and very low fees. Approximately 60% is invested in high grade, medium term bonds 
and the remainder in large cap, dividend-paying equities.
In the twelve months ending September 30,2016 our endowment increased in value from 
$275,786 to $311,863 as follows:

• Donations: $ 3,940
• Dividends: $ 15,580
• Growth due to increase in share prices: $ 16,557

If we were to conservatively assume that all donations came at the beginning of the period, 
the growth component (dividends and share value increase) increase over the twelve months 
was 11%.

Continued on Page 4
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Five years ago on September 30, 2011 our endowment fund balance was $153,131. So the 
value has more than doubled in five years with the average of growth component increases 
in each twelve-month period being 9%. The highest growth component increase was 15% in 
the period from 9/30/2011 to 9/20/2012. The lowest growth component increase was 1% 
for the period from 9/30/2014 to 9/30/2015. If the 2011 balance were only to increase with 
inflation the value today would be $164,000.
Over the period of five years ending on September 30, 2016, the average donations for the 
five twelve-month periods was $11,401. This figure is somewhat misleading as there were 
two bequests totaling $50,000 among the donations. Without the bequests, the average 
annual donations total would be $1,401. 
No investments are without risk. However, the EIC has chosen to keep the First UU Endow-
ment Fund in a conservative investment vehicle with potential for growth. It won’t soar with 
a rising stock market the way a stock index fund would, but it also won’t drop as much if we 
have another recession. 
Please refer any questions to me at jfkent3@gmail.com.

Joe Kent, EIC Chair

UDATES ON THE ENDOWMENT CON’T

OPEN TABLE
Open Table is a collaborative effort between government and faith communities to transform 
the lives of people beset by poverty and other difficult life challenges. This proven program 
fosters lasting change in the lives of the people it helps. We provide six to twelve volunteers per 
table who work together with designated government agencies to assist a person, referred to as 
a Brother or Sister, desiring to change their circumstances. Brothers and Sisters are people who 
are burdened by poverty, marginalized by judgment from others, or are experiencing other life 
disadvantages.  Each volunteer takes on an aspect of the Brother or Sister’s life, for example: oc-
cupation, education, finance, children and family, housing, healthcare, community and spiritual 
life, transportation, and insurance. The volunteer does not have to be an expert in any of these 
fields, only willing to assist the Brother or Sister in navigating and fulfilling the requirements of 
various systems. Volunteers work together as a support group and meet regularly with the as-
sisted Brother or Sister. The anticipated time commitment is one to three hours per week for 
one year. We don’t know yet who we will be called upon to assist; but youth transitioning from 
foster care and anyone in the LGBTQI community are especially likely to be a good fit for our 
congregation.  

We are looking for volunteers to join us in living the pledge by putting our faith into action, 
exercising radical hospitality, and building authentic community. A short organizational meeting 
will be held on Sunday, November 27, 2016 immediately after the second service (@ 12:10). For 
additional information, you may call Lee Anne Washington @ (804) 436-5929 or email her at 
leeanne.washington@richmonduu.org. 



THOUGHTS FOR THE JOURNEY

The Harvest We Offer One Another

Meditation on Kindness:
I am thankful for my friend next door

And my friend across the street
And may I be a friend

To each and every one I meet.             
Anonymous

This month, the adults in the congregation are examining the quality of their personal connec-
tion to this community and to each other. Are we committing ourselves, investing ourselves to 
make First UU a great organization or are we taking from it without having made the connec-
tions and contributions of time, talent and treasure? Adults are grappling with big questions: 
What are we planting now?  What will we harvest tomorrow?

In religious education, children and youth are learning the value of the intangible gifts in their 
lives – gifts of invitation, covenant, kindness, and love. We will ask some big questions too- How 
can we harvest love?  How can we plant kindness; what will it take to make it grow? Can kind-
ness and love grow all by themselves?  
At home, I encourage parents to watch the following short You Tube videos (3-4 mins. each) 
with children and teens. Enjoy the conversations that are sparked.

Kid President, Glad to Give, How Good Spreads  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bH5ozEo-
1Ao4
Color Your World With Kindness
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rwelE8yyY0U
What is Kindness?  Teens Respond
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QO7_WX-gyVU

Books
Kindness, A Treasury of Buddhist Wisdom, by Sarah Conover , Valerie Wahl.   
This collection of traditional Buddhist tales leads us to the kind of implicit understanding of our-
selves and others that only stories can provide. Teachings for persons of all ages and ideological 
persuasions.  Over and over this marvelous book tells us, “let go of your anger, your fear, your 
greedy desire. Embrace gladness.”

See you in church school!
Rhonda

5
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What is this job and position all about?

The Unitarian Universalist Association (UUA) is the central organization for the Unitarian Uni-
versalist (UU) religious movement in the United States. There are over 1,000 member congre-
gations committed to Seven Principles in the UUA.  Our congregations and faith communities 
promote these principles through regular worship, learning and personal growth, shared con-
nection and care, social justice action and service, celebration of life’s transitions, and much 
more.  

The primary purpose of the Association is to serve the needs of its member congregations, or-
ganize new congregations, extend and strengthen Unitarian Universalist institutions and imple-
ment its principles. The UUA supports congregations in their work by training ministers, publish-
ing books and the UU World magazine, providing religious education curricula, offering shared 
services, coordinating social justice activities, and more. 

The UUA is led by an elected President as chief executive of the UUA and its public spokesper-
son.  The UUA President oversees a leadership team and 200 employees comprising depart-
ments related to the areas of Finances, Human Resources, Stewardship and Development, Com-
munications, Information Technology, Congregational Life, Ministers and Faith Development and 
Multicultural Growth and Witness.

Rev. Jeanne Pupke is campaigning for this position of President of the UU Association. Here’s her 
statement about why she is running: 

I am running for UUA President because, in this time of rapid change in the religious and social 
landscapes, we need a President who inspires, one with proven executive skills, highest level 

Unitarian Universalist leadership experience, an unfailing voice for social justice, a person with a 
heart for the congregations and communities of our faith, and a clear vision for a stronger, more 

dynamic UUA. I believe I am that person.

For Rev. Jeanne to be successful, she needs a strong team of people from First UU who are will-
ing to do everything from posting on social media to organizing volunteers. We’re hoping to 
have a large contingent of First UU folks (60-70) at General Assembly in New Orleans, June 22-
16, 2017, to support her campaign. Please mark your calendars now!

To find out more about Jeanne’s campaign and to volunteer to help, visit Jeanne on the web at 
http://www.jeannepupke.com and on Facebook @ Jeanne Pupke Candidate for UUA President 
https://www.facebook.com/jeannepup. 

REV. JEANNE RUNS FOR UUA PRESIDENT
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ADULT FORMATION

Our first Sunday Adventure is going to be on Thursday! Join us for the presentation

Kitty Snow: Photos of Richmond in the early 1900s.
Thursday, November 3, at 6pm at First UU Richmond.

Second Saturday - Explore your Spiritual Journey through Art.
Saturday , November 12, 10am - 1pm
We are making Beads of Gratitude.

The Minister’s Class, Wednesdays at 6:45 – 8:15 p.m.  October 19 – November 9
Understanding Islam 
Led by Greg Abdus-Salaam, Associate Imam, Masjib Bilal, Richmond.

Week 3-Nov 2: From the Nation of Islam to Muslims in America
Week 4-Nov 9: Roundtable - The Woman in Al Islam & The Concerns of Muslim Youth Today  

Email Rev. Sue for more information at formation@richmonduu.org.

Common Read 2016-17

The Third Reconstruction: Moral Mondays, Fusion Politics, and the Rise of a New Justice Move-
ment, by The Rev. Dr. William Barber II and Jonathan Wilson-Hartgrove (Beacon, 2016), has 
been chosen as the 2016-17 Unitarian Universalist Common Read. 

Unitarian Universalists were electrified at General Assembly 2016 by Rev. Barber’s call for 
building and sustaining a movement for justice for all people. The Common Read selection 
committee believes that this is a moment for Unitarian Universalists to answer that call. The 
Third Reconstruction offers helpful, practical guidance for engaging with justice movements 
born in response to local experiences of larger injustices. Drawing on the prophetic traditions 
of the Jewish and Christian scriptures, while making room for other sources of truth, the book 
challenges us to ground our justice work in moral dissent, even when there is no reasonable 
expectation of political success, and to do the hard work of coalition building in a society that is 
fractured and polarized. 
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ADULT FORMATION CON’T

Pathways is a series offered for people new to First Unitarian Universalist Richmond. 

Pathways 1.0 
Saturday, November 12 from 9 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 
An introduction to this community, our principles and our mission.  It is a short class of two 
evenings or one day. 
Email formation@richmonduu.org to register.

Pathways 2.0 
Fourth Tuesdays, 6:30 p.m. – 8 p.m. 
The focus of this series is the UU Principles and Sources and how we can use them to guide 
our daily lives. Presenters are congregation members who embrace a particular principle as 
a rule of life. The evening is a combination of short presentation and small group reflection. 
It’s an opportunity to identify what you seek in this faith and to meet others who share your 
journey.  The series continues the 4th Tuesday of each month. Light snacks and child care 
provided.
November 22: Ralph Graner, the 6th Principle – The goal of world community with peace, 
liberty and justice for all.
formation@richmonduu.org

EVENTS
Defying the Nazis: The Sharps’ War, November 10, 6:30 p.m.
We will be showing a viewing of Ken Burns’ latest documentary on the founders of the 
Unitarian Universalist Service Committee. The film shows the Sharps’ harrowing trek in 
Nazi territory and their mission to aid escaping Jews and dissidents. Afterwards, there will 
be an inter-faith panel on the film and the mission of justice in troubled times such as our 
own.

Annual Thanksgiving Feast, Sunday November 20, 12:15 p.m.
The Sunday before Thanksgiving is traditionally Thanksgiving at our First UU Church.   It’s a 
feast you don’t want to miss.  A spread is laid out from one end of the church to the other!  
This year we celebrate again on Sunday - Nov. 20th after the second service.  Turkeys and 
drinks will be provided; you bring a dish to share. Sign-ups begin TODAY - Nov. 6th. Cost is 
$7 per family or $5 per individual; payments are due at the entrance.  Volunteers for this 
event are always needed, please sign up at the Thanksgiving Feast Table.  Do bring family 
and friends! ! !
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RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
We are Forming a Children’s Choir
Students in Grades 2-8 are invited to form a special choir! Performance will be one song, 
Nov.20, 11:00 a.m.
Students will join with the women of UU Singers and a cellist to sing “Thank You for the 
World so Sweet.”

Practice Schedule is Nov. 6, 10:15-10:45, Great Hall
Nov. 13, 12-12:15, Great Hall
Nov. 20, 10:15-10:45, Great Hall
(An audio track to practice more at home is available)

Questions? Contact Diane Woodruff at dwdropin@aol.com

Holiday FUUN Night
Dec. 3, 5:30 -7:30 p.m. 
Mark your calendar and don’t miss it!  More details to come.

Holiday Play 
Students in Grades 1-6 are invited to sign-up on Sunday, Nov. 6 (lower level, common area).  
No memorizing of lines required!  Practices will be Nov. 13 & 27, Dec. 4,11: 10:15-10:45. 

EVENTS CON’T

Kitty Snow: Photos of Richmond in the early 1900’s, November 3, 6:00 p.m.
Harris Stilsonʼs job was driving a Richmond streetcar but his passion was photography. His 
images of Richmond in the early 1900s offer a glimpse into our cityʼs past seldom seen 
before. He captured momentous events such as African-American troops returning from 
World War I and every day activities including laundry wagons and cobblestone workers. 
He also preserved Hartshorn College’s buildings, teachers, and students and other Jack-
son Ward icons in his role as the ‘poor man’s photographer.’ His great-granddaughter, Kitty 
Snow, has written three books, From a Richmond Streetcar, On the West Clay Line (Jackson 
Ward, Carver, & Newtowne,) Up & Down Church Hill (Images by Harris Stilson & Oral, His-
tories from Church Hill, Shockoe, & Fulton) and is completing her fourth, From Richmond 
to France, and will share images and stories of life along theWest Clay line. Books will be 
available for purchase and signing by the author. Facilitated small group dialgues following 
the presentation.



10

DIDJA KNOW….when someone refers to a pamphlet today, we may think of the small tri-folds 
published by the U.U. Association, information attached to a prescription or the manufactur-
er’s directions attached to your purchase.   By definition, “a pamphlet is an unbound publica-
tion that is not a periodical and contains no fewer than 5 and no more than 48 pages, exclusive 
of any cover.” 

Martin Luther became known as one of the earliest and most effective pamphleteers during 
the Protestant Reformation Period.  Inspired by the 16the century’s religious controversies, Lu-
ther used hem as a means to enflame popular opinion against the Pope and the Roman Catho-
lic Church.

In England, propagandists played an important role in the Anglican and Puritan religious de-
bates and the promotion of political agendas that divided the King and Parliament during and 
after the 17th century Civil Wars.

American pamphlet writers in the 18th century were influenced by the English stylistic modes 
of irony, parody and sarcasm to express scorn, anger or indignation.  Most of them were law-
yers, ministers, merchants, or planters rather than professional authors.  Their use of satire was 
a means of free expression to debate current religious and political topics, commonly using 
a pseudonymous signature.   Pamphlets include a large variety of topics but they share one 
distinctive characteristic; to provide explanation.  They were written to underscore a specific 
position and the reasons why the position was taken.    
    
The pamphlet provided a way to spread new ideas and the political agitation of such thinkers 
as Benjamin Franklin,   John Locke, Isaac Backus and Thomas Paine.  The contributions of Alex-
ander Hamilton, John Jay and James Madison emerged in the Federalist Papers, marking the 
end of the pamphleteer’s era, as the 19th century arena of political dialogue moved into news-
papers, periodicals, and bound books.

Our 20th century pamphleteers used the news media, television ads, journalist commentary 
and policy debates to provide candidate information and promote party platforms.  In the 21st 
century, the Internet’s social media has become a vast chamber that disseminates the echoes 
of billions of voices expressing opinions on social issues, religious and political ideas and civil 
rights.       

Ref: www.britannica.com/pamphlet   Britannica Online Encyclopedia
Ref: www.bricklin.com/pamphleteers.htm  The Atlantic: “War Goes Viral” Nov. 2016

DID YOU KNOW
 by Pat Vaughn
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President: Sharon Amos 
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Director of Music
Diane Woodruff
singers@richmonduu.org
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