
First Newss
REV. JEANNE CAMPAIGN SUNDAY WORSHIP

 
Sunday Service: 9 a.m. and 11 a.m.

March 12, Speaking Truth to Power: Rizpah and the Vil-
lage that Supported Her, Intern Lee Anne Washington
Lee Anne will share with us the story of one of her pe-
sonal heroines and role models for effectively speaking 
truth to power. As courageous, powerful, and effective 
as Rizpah’s witness was, she couldn’t have done it alone 
– it took a village to support her. Lee Anne invites us 
to consider what we are willing and able to do in the 
pursuit of justice.

Our Inherent Worth and Dignity, Intern Cat Boyle
What is the First Principle and why does it matter here 
and now?

Join us for an informal introduction to our congrega-
tion. This sessionbegins at 10:15 a.m. every Sunday.  
Please meet us in the Library (to the right of the 
front doors.)

NEW TO UU?

How you can help with Rev Jeanne's campaign for UUA 
President
 
Do you have friends in other UU congregations? Have 
you been a member of another congregation? Are you 
doing any traveling in the next few months?
 
If you said yes to any of these questions, you can help 
Rev Jeanne by reaching out to other congregations to 
offer your endorsement of Pupke for President. Your per-
sonal  testimony can help other UUs get to know Jeanne. 
We'll provide you with advice, information, and materials 
to help you spread the word. If you can help, contact
 
Jan Tarasovic, jtarasovic@gmail.com, 703.508.0538
OR
Jeff Clark, jlbclark@comcast.net,
 
PS Don't forget to visit www.JeannePupke.com to add 
endorsement and find other ways to help.

VESPERS FOR MARCH
Wednesdays at 5:30 p.m.  inThe Great Hall
Vespers is an intimate, contemplative, and conversation-
al half hour service led by our ministerial interns which 
takes place on Wednesday evenings from  5:30 to 6:00 
in the Great Hall. We welcome you and appreciate you 
just as you are and whenever you can join us. Vespers 
is followed by a simple supper (often soup, salad, and 
bread) from 6:00 to 6:45 and a class taught by our minis-
ters from 6:45-8:15. Why not join us for it all?

In our March Vespers services, we will be exploring five 
of the nine fruits of the spirit and will be considering 
how we can generously manifest them in the world 
around us.

 March 1 - Love
 March 8 - Joy
 March 15 - Kindness
 March 22 - Faithfulness
 March 29 - Generosity

Getting to know the church and want to 
get involved? Wondering what it means to 
be a member?  We invite you to attend our 
“Pathway” sessions.  Please email member-
ship@richmonduu.org if you are interested.

Want to get involved in First U.U?  Come to 
a Pathways session.  We’ll make it easy. 
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STEWARDSHIP
March 4th kicks off our annual Stewardship Pledge Drive, where each church 
member and friend makes a pledge to First UU of what they will give the church 
financially from July 1, 2017 - June 30, 2018. Pledges enable us to effectively 
build the budget. We are Called to Act in three areas to enact our vision for the 
coming year: 

• Responsibly caring for our church staff and building so that both can   
fullly support our congregation and others from the community who   
gather here
• Provide a ripe environment for the spiritual growth & development of  all 
who come here, so that we may go back out and do the work of spreading be-
loved community outside our walls
• Take our social justice endeavors to the next level during a consequential time 
when our community needs it the most

Our building and staff largely determine the extent we can serve our congrega-
tion. We need to establish a fund for routine and unanticipated maintenance for 
this 45-year-old building, replace the roof in stages, consider security upgrades, 
and retire our renovation debt as soon as possible. We are also Called to Act to 
morally compensate our staff for the hours necessary to support a church of 700 
members (plus our youth) and also pay them a living wage. Additionally, hiring a 
half-time membership professional will give needed attention to strengthening 
connections within our congregation and integrating new members. We also 
must build the financial capacity to continually attract top talent to our pulpit to 
spiritually nourish us and the community. 

First UU has a long history of being a voice for compassion, reason and justice. 
Now, challenging times call us to take positive action, and we aspire to take it 
further than we have in the past. If we are to be effective, we need to have the 
financial resources to initiate relevant social justice action and partnerships to 
lead positive change. This includes funding more leadership training and UU 
conference/ prilgrimage opportunities for congregants of all ages who want to 
increase their engagement in living our principles. Above all, however, we must 
be ready to respond in a timely manner to events as they unfold and have the 
financial resources to take action that we decide upon as a community. All of 
this can only happen through our generous financial pledges.

Each of us is Called to Act. Pledge at https://www.richmonduu.org/2017pledge/ 
no later than March 25th.

Autumn Fehr & Joan Lewis
Co-Chairs, Stewardship
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LETTER FROM THE BOARDSTEWARDSHIP
Solidifying our foundation as we prepare for the future 

We hope you have had the chance to share your thoughts on our First UU Values and the activities and partner-
ships that reflect those values – we truly appreciate your input!  Over the last month, the board has solicited 
input from all of the small groups in our congregation, and from individual members in our Sunday services.
Please plan to join us on March 5, after our second service, for a congregational forum.  You will have an oppor-
tunity to share additional input, hear our findings from the input we’ve already received, and hear about the 
next steps for this work.

Our congregational values, along with our CHALICE covenant, and our Mission to Grow, Care, and Act, describe 
who we are, how we are together, and our purpose.  They make up the strong foundation that our future is 
built on.

Building on your input about our First UU Values, the Board of Trustees will be working to define our Vision for 
the next 3 years through a set of “Ends” goals.  Ends describe the benefit, or outcome, the church wishes to 
achieve in the next strategic period.  We’ll share the Ends that have been developed at the Annual Congrega-
tional Meeting on May 21.

There’s another important way our Values support our future.  As Rev. Jeanne seeks to serve our faith with her 
candidacy for the UUA Presidency, we may be welcoming an interim minister in August if she is elected.   Our 
work to elicit and define our congregational values, and to set our vision for the coming years, will create a 
guide to help us maintain our momentum through this transition.   We’ll be sharing more information about 
this process in the coming weeks and months leading up to General Assembly in June.

I hope you’ll mark your calendars and commit to attending the key Sundays mentioned above:  March 5 for our 
congregational forum on Values, and May 21 for our annual congregational meeting.  

And there’s another important request and date to remember:  Our dreams and aspirations for our future and 
the impact we can have are made possible by the investment of time, treasure, and talent made by our mem-
bers.  Our Annual Pledge Drive is underway and we are Called to Act.  Please consider the investment you wish 
to make in our future, and please join us to celebrate our future at our All-Church Celebration Social on Satur-
day, March, 25, 6-9pm.

In faith,
Sharon Amoss, Board President
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WEDNESDAY EVENINGS

Vespers 5:30 – 6pm
Vespers is an evening worship service. It is designed to be small and reflective in nature. Themes 
vary each month. Sometimes it is good to sit in a circle with your faith community.
If you desire a smaller more intimate service, you are invited to attend weekly, in addition to 
Sunday, and/or because Sunday mornings are not available for worship.
All are welcome. Children and youth are encouraged to participate with their families.

The Minister’s Class – 6:45 – 8:15pm
Is led by Clergy from in and around our community. Explore theology, social justice, faith 
community activities, world religion with clergy from our faith community and our neighbor-
ing faiths. This is an opportunity to go deep into a topic with discussion, readings, questions. 
Themes vary monthly.
Bring articles, books, art, poetry giving you hope or insight to share.
Free and open to the public. Attend one or all sessions.

Becoming Married – Rev. Sue Sinnamon
March 8 and 15.
Marriage today is choice we make to live with a partner with whom we have exchanged sacred 
vows. We spend our whole lives becoming married. It only begins with the ceremony.
People considering marriage, newly married, mid life and long time married are invite into this 
sacred space to share the milestones, sorrows, joys and wisdom of their married lives. There is 
the myth of the perfect marriage and the parable of true marriage. We will explore both.

A Simple Supper – 6:00-6:45
A simple meal is offered each week following vespers and before the Minister’s Class and UU 
Singers Rehearsals. Join us for good food and fellowship on the Lower Level. Vegans and vege-
tarians welcome. Free will contribution.

Join is for one or all the activities each Wednesday. No registration required. Open to all.
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ADULT FORMATION

Pathways 1.0 – An Orientation to First UU Richmond
Saturday , March 25, 9:00am – 3:30pm

This program meets this month for one Saturday session on March 25th 9:00 am -3:30 
pm for people new to First UU Richmond. We introduce Faith formation, worship and 
social justice for children, youth and adults, church governance and polity, UU identity 
and theology, and the many ways to connect with this faith community. This program 
also discusses membership. You must take this to become a member, but you do not 
have to join at the time that you take it. Lunch is provided. 
Register at Membership@richmonduu.org

Parents, please make your own childcare arrangements for this event.  
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CONGREGATIONAL ART PROJECT

“It’s the heart that does the giving; the fingers only let go.”   - Igbo saying

What do you have to give?  Time, talents, treasures—these are what we usually talk 
about. And we all give in ways small and unrecognized, as well as large and acknowledged. 
But what does it mean to truly give?

How CAN giving be a spiritual act? When we give of ourselves, do we lose something? 
Gain something? Is there a blessing or holiness in giving, and if so, how do we hold that 
close and honor it? We invite you to reflect on these kinds of questions this month as part 
of our congregational art project.

For this month’s art project, we ask that you do the following: at the station in the en-
tranceway, take a heart and write or draw your response to these ideas—of the risk of 
generosity, of vulnerability in real giving, of the spirituality of the gift. Then, as usual, place 
them in our basket. We will cut them out and install them as a blessing above the entranc-
es to the Great Hall, flowing in an arc from hands on either side of the entrance. You will 
see some already completed examples hanging there now.

Hearts flowing from hands—this is important, because our inspirational quote this month 
comes from the Igbo people of Nigeria. They say, “It is the heart that does the giving; the 
fingers only let go.” We are a people of many gifts—much time, talent, and treasure. Share 
what gifts you have with us this month through your art, and maybe, find inspiration to 
share beyond this project. For in community we find the holiness of the gift—that we can 
form a life and a purpose from what we give when we risk true generosity.
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THOUGHTS FOR THE JOURNEY

Generosity

Some beliefs are like walled gardens. They encourage exclusiveness, and the feeling of being especially privi-
leged. Other beliefs are expansive and lead the way into wider and deeper sympathies.
Some beliefs are like blinders, shutting off the power to choose one’s own direction. Other beliefs are like wide 
gateways opening wide vistas for exploration.
Some beliefs weaken a person’s selfhood. They blight the growth of resourcefulness. Other beliefs nurture 
self-confidence and enrich the feeling of personal worth.
Some beliefs are rigid, like the body of death, impotent in a changing world. Other beliefs are pliable, like the 
young sapling, ever growing with the upward thrust of life.   - Sophia Lyon Fahs
 
The generosity in this expression by the beloved Unitarian Universalist religious educator is enormous!  Every 
time I read this quote, I am grateful that we teach the “other beliefs.”
Around the Chalice Lighting Circle, I see students listen respectfully, bow, and bless one another after a discus-
sion on differing religious beliefs. Teachers and I hear questions and concerns about how students strive to be 
fair and kind in their daily lives, lives that often include incidents of bullying, illness of a family member or loss 
of a pet. 

The Coming of Age class knows how pliable their lives feel right now and are gaining new experiences and 
knowledge in understanding as they tackle topics like spiritual practices and UU activism.  High school students 
studying world religions, grapple with prioritizing ethical and moral choices.
In a recent Chalice Lighting Circle, the students in grades 1-6 were asked what they valued about being a UU, or 
what made them thankful they came to First UU.  Here were the responses:

1. Seeing friends (Value = community)
2. Being able to have an open mind on different things/topics - (value-freedom to think and consider many opin-
ions)
3. That everyone is welcome (values-generosity, hospitality)
4. Work to treat each other fairly; offer fair and kind treatment to all (value - kindness and justice)
5. Having arts and crafts (value - freedom of expression, embodying spiritual practices)
6. That we are thankful for each other.  We learn together.  (value - multi-generational community, teachers are 
learners and students are teachers too)

Through all our learning, we are constantly reminded that we are the church of the “open mind, loving heart 
and helping hands.”  Generosity is a deep part of our value system.  

I encourage you to talk freely at home about the value of generosity, the value of being part of First UU. Share 
with your children what it means to you.  Ask them to expound on what it means to them.

See you in Church School!
Rhonda
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

“The Reflections Big Band” will be presenting an 18-piece big band jazz concert in celebra-
tion of Caritas on Friday, March 3rd at 8pm in the Great Hall.
The concert time is 8pm to 9:30pm.
The concert is free with any voluntary donations going to Caritas. Three members of the 
band are First UU Richmond members.  Please invite our members, friends, and neighbors.

Variety Show
Saturday, March 4
6:30 pm Reception
7:00 pm Show
 
It’s time for the Variety Show! ...our way of celebrating the many talents of First UU as we 
kick off our Annual Pledge Drive.  It is a family friendly evening sponsored by the Steward-
ship Committee and First UU Presents.  

Conversation on the First Principle
March 7th
6:00 Library
“What does it mean to have inherent worth and dignity? Go deep with the First Principle 
with Intern Minister Cat” 

Help Wanted:  Are you familiar with PowerPoint?  Then consider taking a shift in the Tech 
Booth one Sunday morning to run the slides during Sunday worship.  Shifts are from 8-10:15 
or 10:15-12:30. We offer complete training, and your reward is a meaningful worship service 
and gratitude from us all for making it so. Contact Diane Woodruff at singers@richmonduu.
org with questions or for more info
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BOOK NOOK

The First UU Book Store  

      Please, join our members and visitors for coffee and conversation during the 
     break between services then, browse through the variety of items on display.

CHECK OUT THE DISPLAYS

Greene School Project: Purchase a Book for a Student
New and Used Books with Reduced Prices

UU BUMPER STICKERS
UU COOKBOOKS

STANDING ON THE SIDE OF LOVE T-SHIRTS
SERMON CDs

PLEASE
 Check to See If You Have Picked Up Your Previous Order

You may donate your unwanted books for resale at the Book Nook.   They should be in good 
condition and suitable subject material. The profits generated from the monthly sale will go 

toward the purchase of new titles. 
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DID YA KNOW
 by Pat Vaughn

“EMMA KEATS SPEED SAMPSON”

It is possible that some of our older members may recognize her as the author of a very popular series 
of fiction, The Minerva Books written (1918-1939) for young people.   Emma Sampson wrote more than 
thirty novels drawn from childhood memories in the post-Civil War South.  Her heroines were portrayed 
as strong independent women, Black and White, working to overcome their losses and the hard times of 
Reconstruction.

Emma Keats Speed was the daughter of Union Army Captain George Keats Speed and Jenny Ewing Speed.  
She was born December 1, 1868, at Chatsworth, a small family plantation near Louisville. On her father’s 
side, she is the great grand niece of the English poet, John Keats.  The Speeds were “Federalists.”  One of 
the family members served in Lincoln’s cabinet and on occasion was privileged to be his host at the planta-
tion, Farmington.

Emma spent her early years in Kentucky and many freed slaves remained at Chatsworth during the early 
Reconstruction years.  Emma and her friend Lizzie Chase traveled to Paris, in 1889, to study painting.  While 
there she met the sons of Edward Everett Hale and their sister Susan, accepting their many invitations to 
spend summers at the Hale’s Rhode Island residence.

In 1896, Emma married Henry Aylett Sampson, “HAS,” great grandson of Patrick Henry.  They lived at 
Chatsworth for four years and their daughter, Emma Keats Sampson, was born there in 1899.  They moved 
to New York City, where he worked for the New York Times, then Iowa, St. Paul, Louisville, Atlanta and 
arriving in Richmond in the early 1900’s.  Their second daughter, Judith Aylett Samson, was born in 1912.  
Sometime during this period the Sampson family became associated with the 1st Unitarian Church of 
Richmond.  In 1920, “HAS” died of nephritis.   A volume of his poetry was published with the assistance of 
Archer Jones and John Calvin Metcalf of U of Va. and placed in college and public libraries.

Emma became involved in the Women’s Suffrage Movement.   She was an officer and public speaker for 
the Woman’s Party of Virginia.   The majority of her income came from her position on the Virginia Board 
of Censors.  With the additional income from her writing , she was able to provide Emma and Judith with a 
proper education and entrance into society.  Ellen worked with James Branch Cabell and Ellen Glasgow to 
found a literary magazine, The Reviewer in 1921.  When she lost her position on the Board of Censors, sup-
porters from the Woman’s Party, the Woman’s Club, the Writers’ Club and HAS’ former colleagues with the 
life insurance business sent up a barrage of protest, resulting in a position with the Times-Dispatch.  She 
wrote a daily column called Maids, Wives and Widows, responding to the love-lorn, working women and 
families dealing with the problems of the Depression.  She edited the children’s page and her latest novel, 
Bobbins, was published as a serial on Sundays.

I have found Emma Sampson’s name recorded with 1st Unitarian Church’s Women’s Alliance, as Chairman 
of the Committee on the Ministry and a member of the Board of Stewards.  The files contain  a couple of 
photos, a few newspaper articles and a memo directing a contribution to the Cancer Fund in lieu of flowers 
for her funeral in June 1947.    

I would like to express my appreciation to Laura Cameron for introducing me to Mary Ann Ready and to 
Ms. Ready for graciously sharing her biographical research and insights on Emma Keats Speed Sampson.  
Ms. Ready currently resides in the house where Emma Sampson lived on Hanover Avenue.           
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Board of Directors 
President: Sharon Amos 
Treasurer: Anne Marie McCarten
 Secretary: Diana Donald 
Members at Large: Paul Dolci, Dorothy Gerena, Sally Wetzler, Tom Norton, Jim 
Armstrong, George Knight
Staff 
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 revpupke@richmonduu.org 

Assistant Minister 
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Sherman.logan@richmonduu.org 

Assistant Minister 
Rev. Sue Sinnamon 
Sue.Sinnamon@richmonduu.org 
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rhonda.wingfied@richmonduu.org

Director of Music
Diane Woodruff
singers@richmonduu.org
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Book Keeper 
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Office Administrator 
Desiree Woodson 
desiree.woodson@richmonduu.org 

Intern Minister
Kelli Eck McNeal
Kelli.mcneal@richmonduu.org

Intern Minister
Catherine Boyle
catherinemboyle@gmail.com

Intern Minister
Lee Anne Washington

Minister Emeritus
Rev. David Hicks MacPherson


